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ASPPR’s Immunization Program

The Immunization Program of the Puerto Rico Primary Care Association {ASPPR by
its Spanish acronym) comes forth as a collaboration agreement with the
Department of Health of Puerto Rico, where the ASPPR receives funds granted by
the CDC This agreement is valid since 1994 until the present and is renewed
annually. For the ASPPR, the immunization program represents an important
initiative due to its commitment with the 330 Community Health Centers in
Puerto Rico of achieving public health and illness prevention. It is aimed at
reducing or eliminating preventive illnesses and reflects an important part in the
design andimplementation of the publichealth program.

The Puerto Rico Department of Health (PRDOH) is the CDC grantee of the
Immunization Action Plan. ASPPR functions as the passthrough agency for funds
directed to health centers {HCs) in Puerto Rico. PRDOH oversees the
implementation of the Immunization Program at the ASPPR and the health
centersthrough clinical and fiscal audits.

The objectives of the ASPPR’s Immunization Program are to:

Ensure that more than 90% of children receive immunization services at 330
Community Health Centers, as Federally Qualified Health Centers (FQHCs)

Guarantee that, by 24 months of age, children complete the series of
vaccinesrecommendedby the Department of Health of Puerto Rico.

Reinforce community access activities and obtain an impact in isolated
communities with low immunization levels.

Assure the compliance with the protocels established by the Department of
Health of Puerto Rico and the CDC to manage, store, and dispatch vaccines
guaranteeing patients security and quality control.

Improve the monitoring of the vaccine coverage for the Community Health
Centers (330} participants.

Increase the number of immunization clinics in our network of centers,

Improve the electronic information system to enable centers to exchange,
process, and analyze immunization information.

Provide educational opportunities to professional offeringthis service.

Promote the importance of immunization and it benefits for the children,
adolescent, and adult populations.,

Collect accurate statistical data on people without health insurance, or with
health insurance that does not include immunization coverage, receiving
services at 330 community health centers,

Collect statistical data on vaccinations against Influenza y Pneumonia among
the adult population and others.

The ASPPR also offers continuing education opportunities to the clinical staff of
the participating community health centers to keep them up to date on new
vaccines, vaccinationtechniques, and changes onthe vaccination series.




Immunization at the Puerto Rico
330 Community Health Centers

The 320 Community Health Centers are providers

Numberof persons vaccinated at Puerto Rico 330 Primary of immunization services for the Puerto Rico

Care Health Centers in 2007, by group of age Immunization Action Plan since 1994, They are a
key component of the efforts organized by the

PRDOH to achieve the goal of ensuring that over
9% of the children complete the recommended

25,000 2258

e vaccine series by age two. There are 36
20,000 18,030 18,506 immunization clinics under this program located
throughout the Island, out of which 35 are 330
15,000 1 health centers affiliated to the ASPPR. These 35
centers are located in 32 different municipalities.
10,000 1 387 Each participating center receives funds to make
sure that the medically indigent, uninsured, and
5.000 - 1710 l underinsured populations can access these

- services in their own communities.
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iyear ST administration of vaccines to infants, children,
adolescents and adults. Seventy-two percent of the
In 2007, participating community health centers vaccinated a total of HCs are reporting immunization data through the
90,605 people, from which 69,787 (77%) were 0-18 years old, and Puerto Rico Immunization Registry System. ASPPR
20,818 (23%) were 19 years old or older. provides technical assistance in the utilization of

this system.

Annualevolution of people vaccinated at Primary Health Care Centers in Puerto
Rico {2002-2007)
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